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SWOCTA OUTING - February 7, 1998
The Pleasant Valley War, Young, Arizona

Our group gathered at the McDonalds in Payson,
AZ on Saturday, February 7. It was a chilly drizzly
morning and it turned to sleet/snow at higher
elevations. We remained enthusiastic even when we
subsequently faced muddy roads and forded swollen
streams. We admired Bob and Sheri Lee when they
proved that their Subaru could go anywhere our 4x4
higher clearance vehicles went.

Our first stop was to see the grave of a

heepherder. He was killed while moving sheep into
Pleasant Valley. The grave was in such an idyllic spot
and so conveniently close to the road that this spot
being the true location seemed too good to be true. We
proceeded on to the Young cemetery.

We were happy to see Neal and Marion Johns at
the Young cemetery. They had come from California
and it is always good to get together at the appointed
time after coming such a long way. At the cemetery
we looked at graves of some victims of the Pleasant
Valley War.

The group was Judy & Tracy DeVault, Marie &
Richard Greene, Neal & Marion Johns, Bob & Sheri
Lee, Rose Ann & Harland Tompkins, and new
members Alice & Bob Stuart and Dick Houser and
friend Bob Hagdberg.

Those of us who notified Tracy DeVault, our trip
leader, that we would be coming received a package
of information with directions and details of the
Pleasant Valley War. However, for the benefit of
other Chapter members let’s go over some facts:

REBA GRANDRUD, PHOENIX, AZ, IS

UNNING FOR THE OCTA BOARD.
PLEASE REMEMBER HER WHEN YOU
VOTE.

The Scene: The country around Young,AZ is hills
& woods giving way to shrub & grassland. Good
range for cattle and sheep.

The Pleasant Valley War:
In 1883, accusations of cattle rustling started the
feud between the Graham & Tewksbury families.
This feud is the central drama of the war. The
Grahams and the Tewksburys have their own
supporters and the factions become more
confrontational when in 1886 the Grahams begin
running sheep in cattle country ( cattlemen believed
sheep would ruin the range by eating grass including
the roots). Of course, the Tewksbury's were running
cattle.
In the Fall of 1886, the Blevins family comes to
Pleasant Valley to join family member, Andy (alias
Andy Cooper) .

In February,1887 a sheepherder is killed by
unknown persons.

In August 1887,Hamp Blevins is working for the
Hashknife outfitt Hamp and others from the
Hashknife visit the Newton/Middleton ranch. They
are searching for Mart (Old Man) Blevins who had
disappeared during a search for horses. Among those
present at the ranch are Ed, John & dJames
Tewksbury, A fight breaks out and Hamp Blevins is
killed. Warrants are issued for the Tewksburys.

Also, in August,1887 Billy Graham is fatally
wounded in a shootout with a Deputy Sheriff who
just happens to be a long time friend of the
Tewksburys.

On September 1,1887 dJohn Tewksbury and
William Jacobs are killed.

On September 4,1887 Commodore Perry Owens,
Apache County Sheriff, tries to arrest Andy Blevins
on a rustling charge. In the subsequent shootout
Owens single-handedly kills Andy, Mose Roberts,
Houston Blevins & wounds John Blevins.



SOUTHWEST CHAPTER May
OREGON-CALIFORNIA TRAILS ASSOCIATION

Editor - Richard Greene, PO Box 483, Angel Fire, NM 87710

SWOCTA OUTING - February 7, 1998
The Pleasant Valley War, Young, Arizona

Our group gathered at the McDonalds in Payson,
AZ on Saturday, February 7. It was a chilly drizzly
morning and it turned to sleet/snow at higher
elevations. We remained enthusiastic even when we
subsequently faced muddy roads and forded swollen
streams. We admired Bob and Sheri Lee when they
proved that their Subaru could go anywhere our 4x4
higher clearance vehicles went.

Our first stop was to see the grave of a

heepherder. He was killed while moving sheep into
Pleasant Valley. The grave was in such an idyllic spot
and so conveniently close to the road that this spot
being the true location seemed too good to be true. We
proceeded on to the Young cemetery.

We were happy to see Neal and Marion Johns at
the Young cemetery. They had come from California
and it is always good to get together at the appointed
time after coming such a long way. At the cemetery
we looked at graves of some victims of the Pleasant
Valley War.

The group was Judy & Tracy DeVault, Marie &
Richard Greene, Neal & Marion Johns, Bob & Sheri
Lee, Rose Ann & Harland Tompkins, and new
members Alice & Bob Stuart and Dick Houser and
friend Bob Hagdberg.

Those of us who notified Tracy DeVault, our trip
leader, that we would be coming received a package
of information with directions and details of the
Pleasant Valley War. However, for the benefit of
other Chapter members let’s go over some facts:

REBA GRANDRUD, PHOENIX, AZ, IS
‘ll}UNNING FOR THE OCTA BOARD.

LEASE REMEMBER HER WHEN YOU
VOTE.

The Scene: The country around Young,AZ is hills
& woods giving way to shrub & grassland. Good
range for cattle and sheep.

The Pleasant Valley War:
In 1883, accusations of cattle rustling started the
feud between the Graham & Tewksbury families.
This feud is the central drama of the war. The
Grahams and the Tewksburys have their own
supporters and the factions become more
confrontational when in 1886 the Grahams begin
running sheep in cattle country ( cattlemen believed
sheep would ruin the range by eating grass including
the roots). Of course, the Tewksbury’'s were running
cattle.
In the Fall of 1886, the Blevins family comes to
Pleasant Valley to join family member, Andy (alias
Andy Cooper) .

In February,1887 a sheepherder is killed by
unknown persons.

In August 1887,Hamp Blevins is working for the
Hashknife outfit. Hamp and others from the
Hashknife visit the Newton/Middleton ranch. They
are searching for Mart (Old Man) Blevins who had
disappeared during a search for horses. Among those
present at the ranch are Ed, John & James
Tewksbury, A fight breaks out and Hamp Blevins is
killed. Warrants are issued for the Tewksburys.

Also, in August,1887 Billy Graham is fatally
wounded in a shootout with a Deputy Sheriff who
just happens to be a long time friend of the
Tewksburys.

On September 1,1887 dJohn Tewksbury and
William Jacobs are killed.

On September 4,1887 Commodore Perry Owens,
Apache County Sheriff, tries to arrest Andy Blevins
on a rustling charge. In the subsequent shootout
Owens single-handedly kills Andy, Mose Roberts,
Houston Blevins & wounds John Blevins.


















