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SWOCTA to be given "Customized Tour" by Park Rangers
On April 20 Outing at Ft. Bowie

Sunday, April 20 - Fort Bowie, Arizona

The day will begin at 10 AM, in order for
people to have time to drive to the area. We will
meet at the Fort Bowie parking lot. For those who
have not been there before, there is no public
parking right at the fort, but a walking trail of about a
mile leading from the parking area to the fort. For
the walk, Ranger Larry Ludwig will be our leader,
showing us where the various trails came through
the area.

Ludwig has said that those unable to walk
that far can meet us for lunch at the fort, They will
be allowed to use the handicap entrance for this.
Therefore we can leave our lunches in the vehicle(s)
that will drive into the fort.

Following lunch, we will have a guided tour
of the fort itself. Even if you have visited Fort Bowie
before, this visit will have emphasis on the trails,
and a guide for giving us more detail than is
otherwise available.

You will need to bring your lunch, sturdy
walking shoes, water, hat and sunscreen. Weather
is variable at this time of year, it could be very
warm. If you have questions, contact Rose Ann
Tompkins.

SWOCTA to Map Apache Pass Area
Week of April 21-25

During the week following this chapter
activity, the Southern Trail field mapping group will
stay on to map the trails of the Apache Pass area.
We will be dry camping, and will spend the days
hiking the trails, using OCTA's MET manual and
other mapping aids. If you would like to join in this
mapping, contact:

Rose Ann Tompkins
1125 W. Mission Drive
Chandler, AZ 85224
(602) 963-3565
email: tompkin@primenet.com

In a previous outing, SWOCTA members view
a foundation reconstructed at Ft. Bowie by park
rangers. Photo by Sheri Lee

This Could be your Last Desert Tracks

If there is a red star on your mailing label, our
Strongbox Custodian reports we have not received
your 1997 dues, which were due last December 1,
1096. Please renew...we want you!...we need you!
There is a renewal form on the last page of this
issue. Thanks!



SWOCTA Field Trip to Sears Point and

the Oatman Massacre Site, AZ
by Richard Greene

On the warm, sunny Saturday morning of
January 18, at 9 A.M., twelve SWOCTA members
were led by Boma Johnson of the BLM office in
Yuma, AZ to the Oatman Massacre Site located
west of Gila Bend, AZ on the south side of the Gila
River.

Rut Stompers in attendance were Richard
and Marie Greene, Charles and Joyce Townley,
Harland and Rose Ann Tompkins, Jack Root, Peter
Bennett, Jon Harvey, Tracy DeVault, Pat Etter and
her Aunt Doris from Canada, making this a truly
international outing, and Boma Johnson who is now
an honorary member of our chapter.

In 1851, Royce Oatman, his wife and seven
children were determined to get to California. So
determined they risked proceeding on their own in a
solo wagon. They reached the steep, rocky slope at
the bottom of the bluff west of what is now called
Oatman Flat. Unable to get their loaded wagon up
the rocky slope, they unloaded and hand carried
their supplies to the top of the bluff. They
encountered some Indians on the bluff and a
massacre ensued. All but three of the children were
killed: the survivors were Olive age 16, Mary Ann
age 10 and Lorenzo age 14. The two girls were held
captive and Lorenzo was left for dead.

Lorenzo was rescued while Olive remained
captive for six years. In 1857 Lorenzo obtained
Olive's freedom. Unfortunately, Mary Ann died in
captivity.

The massacred remains of the Oatmans
were subsequently buried in the flat near the wagon
road and a DAR marker stands nearby.

Our party saw, on top of the bluff
overlooking the Gila River Valley, a simple white
metal cross with "Oatman Massacre" printed on it
and beside it was an impressive swale up which the
Oatmans had come. The rocky slope showed plenty
of evidence it was used by emigrant wagons going
to California; that is an abundance of "rust" deposits
and grooves in the rocks. From the bluff we could
look upon Oatman Flat and across to a bluff which
showed the trail the emigrants used to come down
to the flat.

It never ceases to amaze me in the
Southwest's barren land there is so much fertile
history. Before | joined SWOCTA | traveled the
road between Gila Bend and Yuma. While awed
with the landscape | drove as fast as | could and
was totally unaware | was following the route of the
emigrants and missing places like the Oatman
Massacre Site and Sears Point. | am now glad to

know about these places and to spot and see them

Looking east down swale at Oatman Massacre site. Boma
Johnson of BLM guides our group down the steep grade.
Photo by Rose Ann Tompkins

with a group which tells me about the history and
geography of the area. The area is truly emigrant
history at its best.

After our tailgate lunch, Boma Johnson took
us downstream to Sears Point, sometimes called
Arizona's Independence Rock. He was terrific. His
enthusiasm was apparent and he has extensive
historical knowledge of the lands around Yuma. He
led us about a mile on the emigrant wagon trail
which is evidenced by all the rust marks on rocks,
and across large sections with more "desert varnish"
than | had ever previously seen. The road is quite
obvious as it has a surprisingly smooth pavement
like quality in places.

As we walked in the warmth of the sun,
Boma told us the area was religiously significant to
the Native Americans - even today. We saw lines
and circles of rocks on the surrounding hills and
Boma mentioned some rocks are still changing
positions to this day. In all his visits to the area,
Boma has never seen or met anyone moving the
rocks.






















